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GENERAL  MEETING:     THURSDAY, April 20, 7:00 PM 
Smoke Rise United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall  

corner of Scenic Trail and Grandview Trail 
Everyone is welcome! 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER TO ATTEND 
OPEN TO ALL SMOKE RISE RESIDENTS 

 
 

REVISITING FORGOTTEN ALABAMA 
with Author Glenn Wills 

    Come along on a journey with author/photographer Glenn Wills as he describes his journey to 
document Alabama's forgotten and abandoned treasures.  These images displayed in his books have 
been collected over the last eight years. From the really interesting to the nearly non-descript, all of 
the images, at least for now, still exist before time and nature eventually decide their ultimate fate.      
Glenn will be speaking and signing copies of his new book, “More Forgotten Alabama,” after the 
program. 
    There will also be special recognition for the four Blount County School Bus Drivers who serve the 
Smoke Rise community, and have entrusted to their care our most precious commodity, our children. 

 
REVISITING FORGOTTEN ALABAMA 

    Glen Wills takes us on his journey across 
Alabama as he documents the remnants of 
Alabama’s past.  What started as a chance 
encounter of noticing an old car along the 
highway and not having a camera became a 
mission.  Over the course of the last ten years, 
he visited all of Alabama’s 67 counties, logged 
30,000 miles and took close to 15,000 
photographs.  Be it an old house, an abandoned 
store, a derelict bridge or any number of other 
physical reminders of the past, all of these 
played a role in our lives at one point.  Glenn felt 
the need to save those memories in his first book 
“Forgotten Alabama.” 

 
About the author 
   Glenn Wills grew up in Huntsville, Alabama.  
He graduated from Butler High School and the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville.  After a few 
stops along the way, he eventually found his 
niche in television news.  Starting with an 
internship at WAAY-TV, Glenn then made his way 
to WHNT-TV as a full-time news photographer.        
…..continued on the next page ….. 
 

SRHOA HONORS SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 
   The HOA is proud to recognize these four 
ladies who take care of our children every day on 
their way to school and home again.   

 
Sheila McAnnally, bus #0832 

Alyce Rawls, bus #0611 
Kimberlee Ryan, bus #0813 

Kay Torbert, bus #0616 
 

 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 



 
 His path would eventually lead him to WVTM-TV 
in Birmingham.  First as a photographer, then as                                                                                                         
an assignment editor and ending up as a satellite 
truck engineer.  Operating the satellite truck kept 
him on the road a great deal.  In eight and a half 
years, he managed to log close to a quarter 
million miles.  It was during this time he began 
to notice the things we built, used and eventually 
left behind.  After leaving WVTM, Glenn decided 
it was time to make his vision a reality.  He 
mapped out the entire state of Alabama in the 
summer of 2013 and began an odyssey to 
document those physical reminders of the past.   
Each of his books feature pictures from all 67 
counties, including Blount County 
   It was his work on WVTM’s satellite truck - and 
his love and work as a photographer - that led to 
his new career as an author.  
   “In the fall of 2007 I was going to Auburn from 
Birmingham on the satellite truck down U.S. 
Highway 28 - a highway I’d been down 
thousands of times - and on this particular day I 
glanced over and saw this old rusting 1957 
Chevy Bel-Air,” Wills said.  “I had a few minutes 
so I went to look at it and it turns out, that just 
over the hill there were tons of these ancient 
rusting cars just sitting there - nothing newer 
than like 1967 - and it was like stepping back in 
time.  I didn’t have a camera with me and after 
that I never went anywhere without a camera 
from that point on.” 
   From that point forward he would notice, more 
and more, abandoned buildings, old signs, 
decaying bridges and collapsing farmhouses 
everywhere he went.  “They were all these 
reminders of Alabama’s past and it kind of 
occurred to me that I needed to start taking 
pictures of everything because it would make a 
great book,” he said. 
   Wills created a Facebook page called 
“Forgotten Alabama,” where he shared many of 
his pictures and he also used the page to gain 
tips for locations to visit.  
   “It really helps when people post things and 
cool locations on the page,” Wills said. 
   When Glenn speaks at the HOA meeting he will 
talk to those in attendance about his adventures 
traveling around Alabama and will show a Power-       
Point presentation featuring some of his 

photographs, including locations in Blount 
County. 
  He will also have a question and answer session 
following his presentation and will have copies of 
his second book available  

 
Glenn’s 2nd book, “More Forgotten Alabama”     
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ANNUAL ELECTION  
   The April meeting of the Smoke Rise 
Homeowners’ Association is the time of 
election of Sector Directors.  These Directors 
take office July 1st. Two Directors will be 
elected for each Sector, one for a one-year 
term, and one for a two-year term.  A meeting 
of incoming and outgoing Directors will take 
place in June for the purpose of electing 
officers for the coming year.  
   There are twelve sectors, so, theoretically 
there should be 24 Directors; currently we have 
twelve.  The Sectors not being represented are 
7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and Scenic Woods. 
   Individuals who are interested in being a 
Director must be a current 2016-2017 paid-up 
member.  Each paid-up member family 
receives one vote per family regardless of the 
number of lots owned by that family.   
  YOUR Association needs YOUR support.  
Besides Directors, individuals are needed for 
committee chairs and members.  YOUR input 
is important to the success of YOUR 
Association. 
   Dues of $40 for the current 2016-2017 year 
will be accepted at the Annual Meeting, or a 
check can be mailed to Smoke Rise 
Homeowner’s Association, P.O. Box 471, 
Warrior, AL 35180.   

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
SMOKE RISE HOA PHOTO CONTEST 
We are adding a photo gallery to our 

website, smokerisehoa.org, and we need your 
help! From now until May 12, 2017, we will be 
accepting photo contest submissions depicting 
‘Beautiful Smoke Rise.’ Once all submissions are 
in, they will be posted to the Smoke Rise HOA 
and Neighborhood Watch Facebook group to 
allow everyone to vote on their favorites. 

The HOA has donated prize money -- $50 
first place, $30 second, and $20 third. Please 
send photo submissions (no more than 3 per 
person please, can submit more to the photo 
gallery later) to Julie Beckham at 

…..continues on next page….. 



 juliebeckhamcae@gmail.com by Friday, May  
12th. A descriptive or imaginative title for each 
photo would be helpful. 

Please submit your own original work, and 
don’t feature someone’s house that is not your 
own. People are ok, but make sure they're your 
own. By submitting a photo, you’re agreeing to 
let us post the photo on the website photo 
gallery. Photos must be taken in Smoke Rise, and 
older photos are permissible.  Our theme is 
‘Beautiful Smoke Rise.’ Please limit your pictures 
to exterior photos, but it could be possible to 
take a picture inside looking out for different 
interpretations of our theme. 

Maximum number of three photos per 
person.  If you want to submit more for the 
photo gallery later, we could use them. If you 
only want to send pictures for the web photo 
gallery, please make the notation that those 
pictures are not for the contest. 
   
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
1 
GUARD RAILS & STRIPING FOR SR ROADS 
   At the March work session of the Blount 
County Commission, Allen Armstrong, District 
One Commissioner, made a motion for extra 
funds to provide a guard rail for the east side of 
White Oak Trail and striping for main roads in 
Smoke Rise.  He stated that he had received 
several requests from residents about guard rails 
because of the steep ravine on White Oak Trail  
Several residents have had very close calls on 
that stretch of road, with one being in the 
hospital for several months because of serious 
injuries when his car left the road.  
   Unfortunately, Allen’s motion died for lack of a 
second.  There is a slight chance it may be 
brought up at a future meeting.  A comment was 
made that the funds may need to come from a 
different source. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
FLAG CARETAKER 

  The care of the United States flag is one of 
honor and duty.  It is important that the flag is in 
good condition at all times and that it is cared for 
properly.  The HOA purchased a solar light 
placed on the pole so that the flag will be 
illuminated at night, as per flag etiquette. 
   There are times when it is necessary to have 
the flag lowered to half-staff and then raised 
again at the proper time.   
   This responsibility has been voluntarily 
assumed by Farris Cason, resident of Sector 2.  
We thank Farris for his willingness to see that 
our flag is flown properly and in good condition 
at all times.  
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
CRAFT NIGHT 

 

   Kimberly Grace is offering free lessons in 
various forms of crafts.  She is holding her 
classes in the Fellowship Hall of the Smoke Rise 
United Methodist Church the first Tuesday of 
each month from 7:00 to 8:00 PM.  The first 
class held March 7th was beginning crocheting.  
Other classes scheduled include knitting and 
hand-sewing.  Kim is an experienced teacher 

who charged a fee, she is offering them to her 
Smoke Rise neighbors at no charge.   
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
CPR INSTRUCTION 

   SRHOA will be offering a CPR course taught 
by Stephanie Graham, a qualified instructor who 
teaches the course routinely in her job.  She will 
be donating her time for HOA members  
   The course will be offered on a Saturday 
morning and last approximately 4 hours and 
would cover adult and infant CPR. There would 
be no charge for HOA members, which would 
include all family members living in the same 
household; and a $25 charge for non-members. 
The class size will be limited to the first 20 who 
sign up  
   A date, time and place have not yet been 
confirmed.  As soon as information is available, 
notification will be put on the facebook and web 
pages. 

 

 ~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

ANIMAL (DOGS) CONTROL 
   At a recent business meeting of the Blount 
County Commission, a decision was made not to 
adopt the State law regarding dogs and a leash 
law.  The way the law is worded the County 
would have to adopt the entire law, not just the 
section that pertains ro the roaming, dangerous 
dogs.  The other provision of the law would not 
be feasible for the County to administer, and 
there are not adequate finances to hire a 
qualified officer who would be able to pick up  
animals and  issue citations. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

ENTRANCE FLAG 
   Approximately ten years, through the 
generosity of the Harvey family from Sector Six, 
a flag pole was erected at the entrance to Smoke 
Rise on White Oak Trail.  Ed Harvey’s grandson 
was being deployed and this was his way of 
honoring his grandson.  Once the pole was in 
place, a military honor guard was present and at 
attention while the new flag was raised during 
the playing of the ational Anthem.  Many 
residents, including a number of veterans, bared 
the bitter cold to honor our flag, our country and 
this young man before his deployment. 
   Since that time there have been several 
residents who have stepped up to take care of 
the landscaping, trimming the bushes, weeding 
and making sure the area was presentable.  Last 
year the HOA had all three of the entrance signs 
replaced with new lettering and artwork through 
the generosity of Scott Grant with Precision 
Graphics.     In recent years Manuel Duncan 
has taken care of the landscaping of the sign at 
White Oak Trail.  Allen Grostick has continued 
work on the other two signs at Valley Trail and 
Mill Creek Trail.  Thank you to all our volunteers 
for your hard work and for your generosity! 

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 



 
PROPOSED TRUCK STOP 

POSSIBLE LAYOUT 
   This map is the latest exhibit showing the proposed changes around I-65 and Hwy 160.  It shows 
the location of the proposed travel center and where the access road will enter Hwy 160, across the 
highway from where White Oak Crossing curves to the right onto Hwy 160, just on the east side of 
the old Community Bank.  There is also a strong possibility of another access road entering the 
property from Hwy 31. 
   Clearing of the land has begun, when actual construction will begin is uncertain.  
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